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OFFSHORE WINDFARMS EAST ANGLIA ONE NORTH  

AND EAST ANGLIA TWO 

 

With the deadline approaching for your decision on the DCO applications by Scottish Power 

Renewables, I wish to underline to you the strong opposition of the Aldeburgh Society to the 

proposed onshore installations in the vicinity of our historic East Suffolk coastal town.  As 

the local civic society, we are deeply concerned by the threat which these proposals pose to 

our inhabitants, our environment, our economy, indeed to our way of life.   

We played an active part in the Planning Inspectorate Examination of these applications and I 

do not intend to repeat here all the arguments we have put forward to SPR’s proposals. We 

are confident that the Inspectorate will have reflected the very strong and well-founded local 

opposition in its report to you.  We strongly support the development of offshore wind energy 

generation in the right circumstances, and we expect renewables to make a major and 

growing contribution in the progress towards net zero. We also recognise, now more than 

ever, the need to secure reliable energy supplies. 

 The core of our objection is threefold: 

1. That this is a nationally protected Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty whose 

character would be irreparably damaged by the proposed large industrial structures 

and associated cable corridors; 

2. That the construction and operation of these installations would cause serious traffic 

congestion on unsuitable roads; air, light and noise pollution; and damage to the year-

round visitor economy of our town and the surrounding area; 
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3.  That SPR’s proposed installations are seen by National Grid companies as the focus  

for a series of up to six additional onshore cable connections with extensive industrial 

infrastructure, the scope of which has not been publicly explained or subjected to 

proper examination.  

None of the above needs to happen.  Viable means exist to create undersea cable connections 

from a series of windfarms and bring the power they generate together onshore to a 

brownfield site closer to where the power is actually needed.  It is beyond our remit to set out 

specific proposals for such an approach but we are confident that the studies underway in 

your Department will demonstrate its viability.  

Accordingly, we urge you to opt for a split decision, whereby the offshore proposals are 

granted consent (subject to relevant stakeholders’ acceptance) while the onshore proposals 

are rejected and referred for re-consideration by means of a less environmentally and socially 

damaging solution.   

We cannot believe that your Government, with its strong commitment to a green agenda, 

would wish to clear the way for seismic damage to a fragile and highly valued stretch of 

coastline when a viable alternative approach is achievable.   

I urge you, on behalf of our community in Aldeburgh and East Suffolk, to heed the strong 

concerns which we and many others have voiced over the negative aspects of offshore wind 

generation, and to make a future-proof decision on these applications. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Katherine Mackie  

Chair 






